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dedication to the students of Okaloosa Coun-
ty. She has proven to be among the many ex-
ceptional teachers in our Nation, and on be-
half of the United States Congress, I am privi-
leged to recognize Ms. Catherine Beaudoin for 
her accomplishments and her continuing com-
mitment to excellence. My wife Vicki joins me 
in congratulating Ms. Beaudoin as the 2016 
Okaloosa County, Florida Teacher of the Year 
and thanking her for dedication to serving the 
students, teachers, and families of the North-
west Florida community. We wish her all the 
best for continued success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES BAR-
RETT MCNULTY, FORMER MAYOR 
OF SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor James Barrett McNulty for his 
commendable leadership while serving as the 
Mayor of Scranton, Pennsylvania. Mayor 
McNulty’s earnest commitment to service has 
led to great strides in revitalizing the economy 
and rich culture of Scranton. His administra-
tion undertook a number of development 
projects that provided the foundation for suc-
cessful attractions that the city still offers 
today. 

Born and raised in Scranton, James McNul-
ty is the eldest of six siblings. He graduated 
from The University of Scranton, where he re-
ceived his bachelor’s degree in political 
science. His remarkable enthusiasm for help-
ing his community is clearly a key component 
of his stellar career in public service. He 
began as an aide to U.S. Representative Dan-
iel Flood, and he eventually sought public of-
fice himself, becoming the mayor of the City of 
Scranton in 1982. Mayor McNulty’s outgoing 
personality and hands-on management style 
helped him lead the way in restoring Scran-
ton’s economy and profile. 

Two of Jim McNulty’s most prominent 
projects were the building of a historic rail mu-
seum and the refurbishment of a train terminal 
into the now prestigious Radisson Lacka-
wanna Station Hotel, both of which brought 
many jobs and tourists to the city. These en-
deavors proved to be lasting successes, as 
both continue to offer educative and enticing 
windows into the fascinating rail history of 
Scranton. Both projects helped Scranton’s 
economic past become its economic future. 
Though he no longer serves as the Mayor of 
Scranton, McNulty remains widely recognized 
for his continuing engagement with the city 
government and the residents it serves. 

James Barrett McNulty proved to be a great 
mayor and outstanding citizen. His leadership 
has always been rooted in his strong desire to 
help the people of Scranton. For this reason, 
I honor the former Mayor of Scranton, Penn-
sylvania. 

THE PASSING OF HENRY T. 
SEGERSTROM 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in recognition of the 
passing last Friday of a truly great Orange 
County farmer and retailer, military veteran 
and visionary, philanthropist and patron of the 
arts. Henry T. Segerstrom’s story epitomizes 
the pioneer spirit that helped to make our 
country great. 

The son of Swedish immigrants who found 
their way to Orange County in 1898, Henry 
grew up working his family’s lima bean fields 
in Costa Mesa, California. He went to Stanford 
in 1940 but answered his country’s call in 
World War Two. Severely wounded in combat 
in Germany, Mr. Segerstrom returned home 
determined to finish his education graduating 
with an MBA. At age 25, he joined the family 
business, C.J. Segerstrom and Sons, and 
began making Orange County history. 

The young executive turned the bean fields 
into real estate gold developing commercial 
property including brand new office towers. 
Henry Segerstrom was now positioned for 
even greater success. He envisioned one of 
the nation’s premier shopping centers along 
the 405 Freeway in Costa Mesa and had the 
will and the skill to open South Coast Plaza in 
1967. The Plaza attracted the finest retail 
stores in the world and became a shopping 
destination for customers across the globe. 

Had he stopped there, his place in Orange 
County history would have been assured. In-
stead, Henry Segerstrom reinvented another 
tract of his holdings in Orange County giving 
rise in 1986 to the Segerstrom Center for the 
Arts. He served as founding chairman of the 
new center and remained one of its most gen-
erous donors. Mr. Segerstrom followed up this 
phenomenal success with the opening of a 
new Concert Hall in 2006 once again chang-
ing the cultural landscape of the County for 
generations to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to call Henry T. 
Segerstrom my friend. He will be sorely 
missed by his family, his fellow arts patrons 
and the wider Orange County community 
which will benefit from his generosity and 
goodwill for years to come. 

f 

HOMELAND SECURITY FUNDING 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, when we 
come to Congress all of us take an oath to 
protect our nation, our homeland. Today, we 
risk undermining that solemn promise due to 
partisan objections to the President’s immigra-
tion actions. Even if my colleagues disagree 
with the President’s immigration actions, the 
answer is not to hold hostage funding for 
homeland security. 

Senate Republicans recognize this. The 
Senate voted 98 to 2 yesterday to begin con-
sideration of a clean funding bill. It is time to 
Act! Yet, the House continues dawdling as we 
lurch toward a homeland security shutdown. 

Whether it is training first responders, build-
ing new firehouses or paying TSA screeners, 
some things should be above politics. We can-
not afford to suspend funding for our Home-
land Security. 

The time for political games is over. The 
House Republican Leadership should move a 
clean Homeland Security funding bill imme-
diately—like that being considered in the Sen-
ate. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY FUNDING 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, we only have 
two more days before funding for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security runs out. 

Two days to ensure that our ports and bor-
ders are secure. 

Two days to keep our airports and skies 
safe. 

Two days to make sure our first responders 
are trained and protected. 

Mr. Speaker, the Majority leadership has de-
cided to put our national security at risk and 
put the economic security of our public serv-
ants in jeopardy. 

40,000 border agents, 50,000 airport 
screeners, and 40,000 Coast Guard military 
members, who are essential workers, will con-
tinue to work without pay. 

While Congress continues to receive pay. 
That is no way to thank Americans who put 

themselves in harm’s way and secure the 
homeland. 

I urge my colleagues to fulfill our most basic 
duty—to ensure the safety and security of the 
American people. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO MRS. SYDNEY 
GIBSON KING 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
as the nation celebrates Black History Month, 
I rise to celebrate a Philadelphia treasure, 
Mrs. Sydney G. King. Because of her love and 
dedication to dance and her desire to train 
Black ballerinas, Mrs. King opened the Sydney 
School of Dance in the 1940’s for aspiring Af-
rican American dancers who were not allowed 
to attend white dance studios in post war seg-
regated Philadelphia. 

Born in Kingston, Jamaica in 1919, King 
came to Philadelphia with her family when she 
was just two years old and at an early age 
began studying ballet under the tutelage of 
dance pioneer Essie Marie Dorsey. 

For more than six decades the Sydney 
School of Dance trained hundreds of Black 
children and many went on to receive national 
and international recognition in the dance 
world. 

Those students include dance professionals 
such as: Joan Meyers Brown, the founder and 
director of the much acclaimed Philadanco; 
Billy Wilson, famed director/choreographer and 
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soloist with the National Ballet of Holland; 
Broadway performer Betsy Ann Dickerson; 
singer/actress Lola Falana; Carol Johnson, a 
former principal dancer with the Eleo Pomare 
Dance Company and founder of an aboriginal 
dance company in Australia; and Arthur Hall, 
founder of the Afro American Dance Ensem-
ble. 

These dance greats in no way diminish the 
accomplishments of hundreds of her other stu-
dents who did not choose careers in dance 
but because of the empowering and esteem 
building training at the Sydney School of 
Dance they are today proud and successful 
professionals in a variety of fields. 

Mrs. King, the mother of three children, is a 
widow and now at the age of 95 sums her 
life’s dedication to dance by saying simply she 
wanted to, ‘‘train and create Black ballerinas.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
her and her lifetime contribution to the arts 
and the African American community. Mrs. 
Sydney Gibson King is a treasure! 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,148,105,006,223.08. We’ve 
added $7,521,227,957,310.00 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF REVEREND 
SHEDERICK ABNER’S 30 YEARS 
IN MINISTRY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Reverend Shederick Abner. Rev. Abner 
has been a dedicated minister and on March 
1st, a Pastoral Installation Service will be held 
for him. 

Rev. Abner was born December 10th, 1962, 
and is a native of Montgomery, Alabama. He 
attended Montgomery Public Schools and 
completed his undergraduate degree in Bib-
lical Studies and Pastoral Ministries and grad-
uated Summa Cum Laude from Selma Univer-
sity in 2007 and 2009 with an Associate and 
Bachelor of Arts Degree respectively. He 
earned his Master’s of Arts Degree in 2011. 

Rev. Abner served in the U.S. Army from 
1981–88 as an Army Bandsman. He was em-
ployed by the Alabama Department of Correc-
tions from 1988–95 and Albany International 
Industry from 1995 until his medical retirement 
in 2001. 

Rev. Abner was called into the ministry in 
1994 and joined the North Montgomery Baptist 

Church. In 1999, he joined the First Baptist 
Church Greater Washington Park where he 
has served the congregation faithfully. He also 
served as pastor of First Baptist Church Pike 
Road. 

Rev. Abner is a member of several civic or-
ganizations, including: the Montgomery Metro 
Ministers’ Conference, Omega Psi Phi Frater-
nity, Inc., Westside Restoration, Inc., Alabama 
State Missionary Baptist Convention, Inc. and 
the Ministers’ Division of the National Baptist 
Congress. 

He is married to Valarie Abner and has two 
daughters, Torquoria and Jasmine and one 
granddaughter, Kyleigh. On Sunday, March 
1st, a Pastoral Installation Service will be held 
at Mary Magdalene Missionary Baptist Church 
in Shorter, Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Reverend Shederick Abner for his Service. 

f 

HONORING BRUNETTE CRAWFORD 
NELMS ON HER 105TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, we often 
stand in awe of those who reach their 100th 
birthday. Well Brunette Crawford Nelms turns 
105 this March! She is truly a glowing exam-
ple of strength and a life well-lived. Her life 
motto has five points: live well, learn a lot, 
laugh often, love much, and let your life shine. 
She attributes her good fortune throughout her 
life to the goodness of God and his watchful 
care. ‘‘If you are not thinking about it,’’ Bru-
nette says, ‘‘time will slip by before you realize 
it.’’ 

Brunette’s legacy is one framed by Amer-
ican tradition and innovation, love, education, 
faith, patriotic duty, pride and joy. Brunette re-
members days of buggies and travel on horse-
back. She grew up on a cotton farm in Ash-
land, Mississippi. She remembers 
gramophones, Model-T Fords, washboards, 
the first planes and the first radios. At the end 
of WWI, Brunette watched celebrations of the 
armistice with her twin Blondie. Brunette 
began teaching school in her early 20s. She 
taught during the year and attended summer 
school until she finished her degree from the 
University of Alabama in 1937. A short time 
later, Brunette married W.C. Nelms. Once 
WWII began, the majority of Brunette’s family, 
including Nelms, served in the Armed Forces. 
As noted on one of his medals, ‘‘Major W.C. 
Nelms’ invaluable service and diligent devotion 
to duty reflect great credit to him and the 
Armed Forces of the United States.’’ The war 
ended and Brunette and Nelms had two chil-
dren. Brunette continued to teach elementary 
school for 14 more years and retired in 1974. 
She enjoyed 20 years of retirement with her 
dear husband and family in Clinton, Mis-
sissippi until his passing. In 2005, Brunette 
moved to the great state of Tennessee, where 
she now resides in Memphis with family. 

As we celebrate Brunette’s 105th birthday, 
we celebrate her faith, her health and the in-
numerable lives touched by her thoughtful 
teaching, optimism and friendship. I rise today 
to honor Brunette Nelms and ask my col-
leagues to join with me in thanking her for her 
105 years of patriotic contribution and service. 

DRINKING WATER PROTECTION 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of H.R. 212, the Drinking 
Water Protection Act. 

Last summer, as a result of toxic algae 
blooms in Lake Erie, hundreds of thousands of 
residents in Toledo were banned from using 
the city’s drinking water, creating a state of 
emergency for local counties. This incident, 
which lasted for multiple days, is a reminder of 
the serious threat these toxic blooms pose to 
all of our Great Lakes and the communities 
that rely on them, and not just the immediately 
surrounding communities. 

The Great Lakes account for over 20 per-
cent of the fresh water drinking supply on the 
entire planet, and they generate billions of dol-
lars each year through the fishing and ship-
ping industries and recreational activities. We 
cannot ignore the threat posed by these toxic 
algae blooms and need to do more to protect 
our magnificent Lakes. 

Assuring that we have adequate resources 
dedicated to monitoring and managing this 
threat across the entire Great Lakes Region 
must be a priority, which is why I introduced 
legislation last Congress to help advance vol-
untary assurance programs in Michigan and 
why I have and will continue to support legis-
lative measures like H.R. 212, the Drinking 
Water Protection Act. 

Michigan farmers have been leading the 
way when it comes to protecting our Lakes 
from damage caused by algae blooms, but 
they should not carry the burden alone. We 
must all work together to preserve and protect 
the health of our agricultural and maritime re-
sources. It is my hope that this important leg-
islation will be promptly approved by the Sen-
ate and sent to the President’s desk. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. ART 
COVIELLO ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Art Coviello, a longtime friend and 
leader in the security industry, on his retire-
ment as Executive Vice President of EMC 
Corporation and Executive Chairman of RSA, 
The Security Division of EMC. Art has pushed 
the envelope in the industry for more than 40 
years, and his influence as a thought-leader, 
as well as his work solving complex chal-
lenges in the Age of Information, have truly 
helped transform the field of security, specifi-
cally with regard to cyber-security. 

As the new millennium ushered in 
groundbreaking advancements, Art served as 
a conductor, helping to guide the industry 
through new developments in the most tech-
nologically dynamic time period the world has 
ever seen. Mr. Coviello’s impact has been felt 
in both private and public sectors alike as he 
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